ELEANOR RATHBONE
WHO IS ELEANOR
RATHBONE?
WHAT IS THE ELEANOR
RATHBONE ORAL PROJECT?
WHY IS RATHBONE
IMPORTANT IN TODAY’S
SOCIETY AND IN OUR DAILY
LIVES?

1940s

1941 The National Service Act
Introduction of conscription for women. All unmarried women
between the ages of 20 and 30 are called up for war work. It is later
extended to include women up to age 43 and married women, though
pregnant women and those with young children can be exempt.
1945 The Family Allowances Act
Rathbone’s crowning moment in her parliamentary career. The first
payments were to be payed out in August 1946 but sadly she passed
away in January
Education Act 1944
Education became more freely available and also heralded the start of
free school meals.
1948 The introduction of the National Health Service (NHS)
Gave everyone free access to health care. Previously, only the insured,
usually men, benefited.

VIDEO – GOVT ADVERT ABOUT
INTRODUCTION OF FAMILY ALLOWANCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GsEV6hSypks

1950s

How did new tech help women juggle work and children?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QEWfq88zzQ

1956
In Britain, legal reforms say that women teachers and civil servants
should receive equal pay.
1958
The Life Peerages Act entitles women to sit in the House of Lords for
the first time. Baroness Swanbourough, Lady Reading and Baroness
Barbara Wooton are the first to take their seats.

What were your experiences during
this period for your mothers, sisters,
women in general and yourself?

1960s

1964
The Married Women’s Property Act entitles a woman to keep half of
any savings she has made from the allowance she is given by her
husband.
1965
Barbara Castle is appointed Minister of Transport, becoming the first
female minister of state.
1967
Labour MP David Steel sponsors an Abortion Law Reform Bill, which
becomes the Abortion Act
1968
Women at the Ford car factory in Dagenham strike over equal pay,
almost stopping production at all Ford UK plants. Their protest led
directly to the passing of the Equal Pay Act

Video on Women’s lib movement (USA)
From 0:00-2:12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wJlao3vJNY
Made in Dagenham – Do you recognise yourselves in the female character?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbjSOt7NxIY

1970s

BBC Selma James Doc – 0:003:42 and 26:17-26:44
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=_p3R-aWDb0g

‘At the end of 1972, the Tory government
issued a paper that aimed to take Family
Allowances away from mothers. The
proposal was for it to be paid to the male
wage earner rather than the mother, who
might never see any of it’ – Sex, Race and
Class by Selma James

1970
Equal Pay Act
1971
Over 4,000 women take part
in the first Women’s
Liberation march in
London
1975
The Sex Discrimination Act
makes it illegal to
discriminate against
women in work, education
and training.
1979
Margaret Thatcher becomes
Britain’s first female prime
minister.

MODERN DAY
From Monday 7 January 2013, child benefit became meanstested, and any household in which someone earns £50,000 or
more will be drawn into the self-assessment tax system.

VIDEO – DAVID CAMERON ON CHILD BENEFIT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8c4encwHyk

What do you think of
parenting today?

Do you think the work of the
mother is recognised as a
legitimate mode of
employment?
Any last remarks?

